


AUSTRALIA

Australia is a unique and diverse country rich in culture,
population, climate, geography and history. It is a
multicultural and multiracial nation offering excellent
value for money and a standard of living which is
among the highest in the world. The climate throughout

Australia is generally temperate for most of the year

with the northern state experiencing typically warm
weather all year round, whilst snow falls on higher
mountains during the winter months, enabling skiing

in southern New South Wales and Victorian ski resorts.
Australia offers a high quality of life due to low pollution
and plenty of fresh air, along with world class dining,
stunning natural landscapes and beautiful beaches
along the coastline.
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ECONOMY

Australia has a population of over 25 million
people.

In 2017, 12.24 million people were employed in
Australia.

The Australian economy has a AAA rating,
reflecting the country’s very high economic,
institutional and fiscal strengths. The economy
will extend its uninterrupted 26-year record of
economic growth into the foreseeable future.

Australia is the 13th largest economy in the world
and the fifth largest economy in the Asian region.

EDUCATION

The education system in Australia consists of three
stages;

o Kindergarten/preschool is a one or two year

program for children before they start primary
school. Many private schools offer preschool
programs as well as primary and secondary
education.

Primary school and secondary school is
compulsory for children aged between 6 and

16. Primary school runs from prep to year 6 or 7,
secondary school from year 7 to 12 or year 8 to 12.

Higher education is made up of universities and
other institutions that play a critical role in fuelling
innovation, driving productivity and giving students
the skills they need for future success.
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Australia attracts the third largest number of
international students in the English-speaking world
after the USA and UK.

Australia is one of the safest, friendliest, sophisticated
and harmonious societies in which students can learn
and travel in an English-speaking country.






ECONOMY & CULTURE

The Victorian economy, as a state, is larger than
most South East Asian nations, exceeding national
economies such as Singapore and Hong Kong.

Victoria is the fastest growing state in Australia with a
recorded population growth of 2.4% as at March 2017.
This increase is due to strong international migration
flows, with over 83,000 new migrants predominately
from China and India.

The population of Melbourne has grown faster than any
other Australian city over the past 10 years, and could
overtake Sydney as Australia’s largest city by 2030.

Source: P

The Economist assessed 140 major cities worldwide

on stability, healthcare, culture, environment, education
and infrastructure declaring Melbourne the most
liveable city in 2017 for the seventh year running.

Melbourne was ranked 12th in the Global Financial
Centres Index (GFCI) based on business environment,
financial sector development, infrastructure, human
capital, reputational and general factors.

Source: The Glot

As at the end of 2017, Melbourne had a population of
4.85 million people with a growth rate of 2.7%.

.

.

Melbourne is Australia’s busiest curfew-free
passenger airport, served by 29 international airlines
offering direct flights to 33 international destinations.

C

Victoria has a culturally and linguistically diverse
population due to the strong history of migration, with
over 480,000 Asian language speakers in Melbourne.

The top 5 languages spoken in Victoria other than
English are Greek, ltalian, Mandarin, Vietnamese and
Cantonese.
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* Victoria is home to some of the region’s best educational
institutions with over 700 private schools and nine universities.

¢ The University of Melbourne is ranked 41st in the Top 100
QS World University Rankings, making it Australia’s highest
ranked university. Monash University is ranked 60th.

Perth, the capital city of Western Australia, is the gateway
to Australia’s east coast, with many of the world’s

top markets only a few hours flying distance. Perth’s
metropolitan area has a population of approximately 2.5

million” and attracts an estimated 2.4 million interstate and
¢ Melbourne ranks third in the QS Best Student Cities for 2018. H ‘ mont

overseas visitors each year”. Western Australia enjoys a
blend of the Californian and Mediterranean climates with
plenty of sunshine, moderate temperatures and seasonal
rain, with Perth boasting more days of sunshine than any

¢ Fees for international students at a ranked Melbourne

university are approximately AU$31,500 per year.
other major Australian city.

* Victoria attracts the second largest number of international
students after New South Wales, with 1,260,920 international
students enrolled in higher education in 2017.







LONDON

The largest city and capital of England and the United
Kingdom, London is one of the world’s leading and

most famous metropolises. Boasting the largest and
most dense metropolitan population in the United
Kingdom of approximately 14 million people, London is
a dynamic city full of opportunities.
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ECONOMY EDUCATION

* Greater London occupies 607 square miles and * The education system in London consists of four stages;

is th t lated city in the E ion. ' ) . .
's the most populated city in the European Union o Primary education begins at age 5 and continues

until age 11
* There are over 300 languages spoken in London, o Secondary education begins from age 11 to 16,
more than any other city in the world. where students will enter secondary school and

move towards taking the GCSE’s. After age 16,

education is optional.
* London was ranked 1st in the Global Financial

Centres Index (GFCI) based on business
environment, financial sector development,
infrastructure, human capital, reputational and
general factors.

o Further education begins once a student finishes
secondary education. This is where students take
their A-Levels, GNVQ's, BTEC's or other such
qualifications. UK students planning to go to college
or university must complete further education.

o Higher education begins once students complete
their further education which allows them to study at
college or university.

* InJune 2018, the average house price in London
was £476,752.

* The United Kingdom has over 100 universities and
approximately 2,500 private schools offering a vast
variety of higher education opportunities to students.
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¢ London is ranked first in the QS Best Student Cities 2018 l l EALT l I CARE
rankings and had 76 UK universities featured in the 2017/18
QS World University Rankings®.

» The United Kingdom's public healthcare system,
* The UK has four universities ranked in the top 10 of the Top National Health Service (NHS) is a free system
100 QS World University Rankings; available to legal UK residents regardless of
nationality as well as visitors from EU countries,
o The University of Cambridge - 5th Australia and New Zealand. All other visitors must
o University of Oxford — 6th pay for medical and hospital treatment unless your

) ) employer provides sufficient medical insurance.
o UCL (University College London) — 7th

* In 2014, the NHS was rated the best healthcare
system in terms of efficiency, effective care, safe
care and cost-related problems.

o Imperial College London — 8th

* Fees for international students at ranked UK universities are

approximately £16,000 per year. ) . )
PP 4 Pery * The average life expectancy in the UK is 81 years

¢ Chinais the leading country for international students
studying higher education within London. As at January
2017, Chinese student numbers have grown 48% since 2013.
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