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Memorandum 

TRIMID: 

To: Tim Bryant Team Leader 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

From: Ben Considine. Inspector 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Division: Compliance 

Subject: Crown Melbourne Limited· China 
INV-2881 

Purpose 

Date: 13 December 2017 

1. To provide an investigation update into enquiries regarding Crown Melbourne Limited (CML). 

Background 

2. On 16 October 2016, open source Media outlets reported that 19 Crown Resort limited (CRL) 
employees had been detained in mainland China on suspicion of contravening Chinese anti
gambling regulations 1• 

3 Crown Melbourne limited (CML) holds the Casino licence in Victona to operate at 8 Whiteman 
Street, Southbank. CRL is listed as an associated entity of the licence holder. 

4. On 26 November 2016, open source media outlets reported that the Australian Federal 
Government was formally notified by the People's Republic of China of three Australian Citizens 
had been detained on suspicions of contravening Chinese anti-gambling leg1slation2• 

5 On 5 March 2017, further open source media outlets reported 18 CRL employees had been 
formally charged by the People's Republic of China for contraventions Chinese anti-gambling 
legislation3• 

6 On 26 June 2017 CRL released a media release which stated, 16 of the 19 had been convicted 
by the Shanghai Baoshan District Court of contraventions of Article 303, Clause 1 and Article 25. 
Clause 1 of the Cnmmal Law of the Peoples Republic of China (CLPRC), wt11ch states: 

Article 303, Clause 1, is that anyone who organises gambling parties or is engaged m 
gambling as one's mam business for the purpose of making profits shall be sentenced to not 
more than three years of fixed-term impnsonment, detention, or surveillance, and shall be 
1omtly fined 

Article 25, Clause 1, 1s that a1omt crime is an intentional crime committed by two or more 
persons jointly 

7 The defendants had been fined the equivalent of AUD 1.67 million which CRL intended to pay ex 
gratia, and 11 were sentenced to a period of 9 months incarceration and 5 for a period of 10 
months" 

1 The Age media article ·crown employees held in China after late-night raids on homes . 
2 The Sydney Daily Telegraph article Crown assembles legal war room in act of 'a-- covenng" 
3 The Dally Telegraph article 'Inside Crown's China bust and how Australian Jason O'Connor was arrested'. 
4 Crown resorts ASX/Media release dated 26 June 2017. 
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Recommendation 

25. For your review. consideration and handover. 

<l~ (1 

Ben Considine 
Inspector 
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0 Approved 
0 Not approved 

Tim Bryant 
Team leader 
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